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A LETTER from WILLIAM CAULFIELD LENNON, 
Efq; to the Right Honourable the EARL ^CHARLEMONT, 
Prejident of the Royal Irijh Academy \ &c. fcf<r. &c. 



My Lord, 

JL ERMIT me to have the honour of prefenting you Read Nor. 
an image taken from a Pagoda in Bangalore, at the ftorming of I5, I?94 
that fort in 1791, which, if it proves worthy of a place in the 
Cabinet of your Academy, I fliall confider myfelf amply recom- 
penfed for the trouble of bringing from thence. 

This image reprefents Letchemyf, the goddefs of riches, 

fertility, beauty, mirth, courage, joy, eloquence and matrimony, 

Vol. VI. [A] who 

f (Lechemy) The name of this goddefs is thus written by Craufurd, in his Sketches of 
the Hindoos, and by mod of the earlier writers : " Lechemy ," fays Craufurd, " is the 
«* confort of Vifhnou, and is the goddefs of abundance and profperity." By Sir 
William Jones (Afiatick Refearches, Vol. I. on the Gods of Greece, Italy and India) 
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[ 4 ] 

who from the variety of her power and patronage is ftyled 
Mahay Letchemy, or the Great Letchemy. She is the firft wife 
of Veefhnoo, one of the Treemoortee or Hindoo Trinity, to 
whom fhe was married under the name of Seddee, when that 
god manifefted himfelf to the world under that of Rama, at 
the court of her terreftrial father Tifferadah Rajah. She is 
equally worfhipped in all the pagodas or temples both of Shiv- 
ven and Veefhnoo, the former of whom is the chief and mod 
powerful of the Treemoortee. Bruma, the third in confequence 
and power, has no temples of worfhip eredled to him. She is 
reprefented in the habit of a Cunfhinnee or dancing girl, as the 
goddefs of mirth and beauty : the flower fhe holds in her 
right hand is the Taumaray or Indian Lotus, which grows in 
all the tanks or refervoirs of water, and is the emblem of fer- 
tility, as it only grows in water, on which all fertility in that 
country depends. 

The 

fhe is called LarJJjtm y and is by him fuppofed to be the Certs of Hinduftan^ her mod 
remarkable name being Sri y or in the firft cafe Sris. — " It may be contended," con- 
inues he, " that although Lacfhmi rrisy figuratively be called the Ceres of Hinduf- 
« tan, yet any two or more idolatrous nations, who fubfifted by agriculture, might 
« naturally conceive a deity to prefide over their labours, without having the lead in- 

< tercourfc with each other ; but no reafon appears why two nations fliould concur 
1 in fuppofing that deity to be a female : One at lead of them would be more 
* likely to imagine that the earth was a goddefs, and that the god of abundance 

< rendered her fertile. Befides, in very ancient temples near Gaya, we fee images 

< of Lacfhmi with full breads, and a cord twifled under her arm like a horn of 
« plenty, which look very much like the old Grecian and Roman figures of Ceres. *' 

Thi* goddefs is alfo named Pedma and Camala. 
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Ths metal of which this and the generality of images in 
India are formed is compofed of the free offerings of the vota~ 
ries who attend the pagodas at certain times. Of the dif- 
ferent coins, pagodas which are gold, rupees filver, and 
dubs or doodies copper, when the bramins of the pagoda 
have got the quantity neceflary, the whole is melted together 
and caft into the defired form ; the natives of India being par- 
ticularly ingenious in compounding metals of different qua- 
lities. 

The leaf which accompanies the image is the Cadjan or Pal- 
myra* leaf, on which the Hindoos write with an iron ftyle. 
The writing on it is a fable in the Tamoul or Malabar language, 
a tranflation of which I obtained from my friend Mr, Kinderfley, 
author of Specimens of Hindoo Literature, which I alfo take the 
liberty to fend, and hope it may prove acceptable* 

I have the honour to be, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordfhip's moft obedient, 

And very humble fervant, 

W. CAULFIELD LENNON. 
Dublin^ Auguji i, 1794. 



* (Palmyra) A fpecies of the palm ticc, of which there are three kinds in India j 
«>f thefe the mod efteemed is the Cocoa, the next in cftijnation is the Palmyra, and 
the lcaft valuable is the Date Tree. 
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Pable of the Jackal/ and Brum, 

IF the waters of your fears fwell immoderately the banks of 
your fortune will be broken. When fortitude fails no fuccefs is 
to be expeded. What appears mo ft terrible may prove an empty 
found. 

Two hoftile Rajahs having engaged in battle one of them 
was routed, and among other articles his troops left on the field 
of battle a drum. 4 neighbouring jackall, attracted by the 
fcent of the blood, came to the fpot, and had already, in ima- 
gination, devoured the flaughtered elephants and horfes around 
him, when his attention was arrefted and his alarms excited by 
the found of a drum. At firft fancying the Rajahs were return- 
ing to battle, he prepared, however reluctantly, to decamp, but 
the noife ceafing he ventured to approach the fpot whence it 
proceeded ; when difcovering that it arofe from the wind occa- 
sionally ftriking a branch, which hung loofe from a tree, againft 
the drum, he paffionately 'tore the caufe of his terrors, and 
turning to the banquet before him quietly enjoyed his good 
fortune, 



